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and hurried away to the King's camp, eager to be the bearer of
good tidings. He reached the camp first, and was received
with delight. While his majesty was still in great joy at his
happy victory, the other courier arrived with the real details.
The Court appeared prostrated. The King was much afflicted*
Nevertheless he found means to appear to retain his self-pos-
session, and I saw, for the first time, that Courts are not long
in affliction or occupied with sadness. I must mention that the
(exiled) King of England looked on at this naval battle from
the shore; and was accused of allowing expressions of par-
tiality to escape him in favour of his countrymen, although
none had kept their promises to him.

Two days after the defeated garrison had marched out, the
King went to Dinant, to join the ladies, with whom he re-
turned to Versailles. I had hoped that Monseigneur would
finish the campaign, and that I should be with him, and it was
not without regret that I returned towards Paris. On the way
a little circumstance happened. One of our halting-places was
Marienburgh, where we camped for the night. I had become
united in. friendship with Comte de Coetquen, who was in the
same company with myself. He was well instructed and full
of wit; was exceedingly rich, and even more idle than rich.
That evening he had invited several of us to supper in his
tent. I went there early, and found him stretched out upon
his bed, from which I dislodged him playfully and laid myself
down in his place, several of our officers standing by. Coet-
quen, sporting with me in return, took his gun, which he
thought to be unloaded, and pointed it at me. But to our
great surprise the weapon went off. Fortunately for me, I was
at tbatiinoment lying flat upon the bed. Three balls passed
just above my head, and then just above the heads of our two
tutors, who were walking outside the tent. Coetquen fainted
at thought of the mischief he might have done, and we had all
the pains in the world to bring him to himself again : indeed
he did not thoroughly recover for several days. I relate
this as a lesson which ought to teach us never to play with
fire-arms.